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5 Victoria  Terrace, 


Holyhead, 

July,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  General  Purposes  and  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Cliairiuan  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  prcs(vnt  my  Annual  Report  for  1938,  juepared  iiv  aecorelanco  with  Gireular 
1728  issued  bj"  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

For  the  three  first  months  of  the  year  I had  no  responsible  Hanitary  Inspector,  and,  in  order  to  make 
up  the  leeway  and  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ever  increasing  demands  made  upon  the  iiublic  service,  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  obliged  to  work  at  high  pressure,  and  good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year.  The 
new  Faetorios  Act,  1937,  came  into  operation  during  the  year  and  has  necessitated  a re-survey  of  factory 
Iiremises. 

The  Couneirs  articled  pupil,  Mr.  Claude  Davies,  lias  been  away  at  Liverpool  for  six  months  undergoing 
the  stipulated  course  of  instruction  in  preparation  for  sitting  the  qualif^dng  certificate  of  the  Sanitary  In- 
.spectors  Joint  Examination  Board.  He  attended  classes  in  sanitary  science  at  the  Liverjiool  University 
School  of  Hygiene  and  passed  the  examination  held  by  the  Authorities  at  the  end  of  the  session. 

On  the  20th  December,  1938,  l)r.  R.  J.  Matthews,  of  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  carried  out  a Survey 
of  the  Public  Health  Services  under  section  lOt  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  and  certain  asjiccts  of  the 
local  administration  have  been  adversely  reported  upon  as  a result  of  this  visit,  and  the  Council  will  have 
to  sati.sfy  the  Welsh  Board  on  the  points  raised. 

A prosecution  instituted  by  the  Police,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Sanitai-y  Insiicctor,  resulted  in  a 
10  - fine  on  two  traders  Avho  contravened  the  provisions  of  section  154  Public  Health  Act,  1930,  by  touring 
the  district  and  giving  toys  to  children  in  exchange  for  rags  and  similar  articles. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  layout  of  the  Rejiort  has  been  altered  in,  some  respects  in  order  that  it  shall 
more  closely  follow  the  lines  laid  doAvn  in  the  annual  circular  of  the  Ministry,  and  thus  cnchancc  its  value 
as  a Avork  of  reference. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


E.  R.  HUGHES. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


AREA. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  8o0  acres. 

POPULATION,  ETC. 

Tlie  Registrar-GeJicral's  estimate  of  the  resident  pojnilatioii  for  1938  is  9,904. 

The  number  of  inhabited  h ouses  according  to  the  Kate  Books  is  2,947. 

RATEABLE  VALUE,  ETC. 

'Hie  rateable  value  of  the  district  for  the  year  is  £42,969. 

I’he  sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £152  Is.  9d. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  employer  of  labour  in  the  area  is  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Kaihvay  Compaiiy,  tin*. 
e.mi)loyment  being  principally  centred  in  the  Marine  Department  and  the  Goods  Dei)artment,  and  1 under- 
staiul  from  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange,  to  whom  1 am  indebted  for  the  information,  that 
the  Company  employees  on  the  cross-channel  vessels,  and  other  members  of  the  permanent  staff 
of  over  three  years  service,  arc  not  insurable  for  unemployment  benefit,  and  this  number  is  estimated  at 
750  persons. 

Tlic  other  avenues  of  employment  arc  in  the  distributive  trades  mainly,  although  for  the  last  few  years 
there  has  been  a Avclcome  seasonal  employment  on  Whaling  Expeditions,  Avhich  found  work  for  80  Holyliead 
men  from  Autumn  to  the  Sprijig  of  1939.  The  total  number  of  men  engaged  on  the  last  expedition  from 
the  Island  was  150. 

The  town  has  not  been  scheduled  as  a distressed  or  depressed  area,  but  is  recognised  as  a transference 
area  under  the  Juvenile  Tranference  Scheme  and  recruits  for  Government  Training  Centres. 

4'he  Irish  Tariffs  were  removed  on  the  18th  May,  1938,  and  the  hope  that  this  would  iJicrease  the  volume 
of  railway  traffic  through  the  port  has  not  materialised,  indeed  it  has  actually  led  to  a reductioii  in  tin; 
clerical  staff,  and  I am  indebted  to  the  Chester  Office  of  the  Railway  Company  for  the  following  state- 
ment : — 

“ The  removal  of  the  Irish  Tariffs  has  not  caused  a)xy  increase  in  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  Goods  and  Cattle  Departments  at  Holyhead.  It  is  understood  that  the  duty  imposed, 
whilst  in  force,  was  negatived  by  the  payment  of  a bounty  to  breeders,  growers,  and  producers 
bj’-  the  Government  of  Eire.” 

The  extent  of  poverty  and  unemployment  in  the  area  can  be  gauged  from  the  following  figures,  kindly 
suixjxlicd  by  the  Public  Assistance  Officer  and  the  Officer-in-Charge  of  tlie  Uneinployment  Assistance 
Board  respectively  : — 

It  is  given  as  a fair  average  figure  that  there  are  about  130  ixcrsons  in  receipt  of  public  assistance  in 
the  town. 

The  number  of  residents  receiving  unemployment  assistance  totals  191  and  26  of  these  are  tenants  of 
Council  Houses. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


.Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

... 

. 67.41 

.Stillbirths 

Total. 

12 

Rate  per 

Males.  Females.  Holyhead, 

4 8 1.204 

1,000  Population. 
England  and  Wales. 
.60 

Live  Births  ( Legitimate  ... 

159 

87  72) 

16.99 

15.1 

Deaths 

1 Illegitimate  ... 

7 

151 

3 4} 

83  68 

15.15 

11.6 

xMATERNAL 

MORTALITY. 

Cause  of  Death. 
Puerperal  .Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Li 
Deaths.  Holyhead. 

Nil  — 

1 5.618 

vo  and  still)  Births. 
England  and  Wales. 
.86 
2.11 

Total 



1 

5.618 

2.97 

Notifications. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  j 
Puerperal  Fever  I 



Rato 

per  1,000  total  ( Live  and  Still)  Births, 
Holyhead.  England  and  AVales. 

— 14.42 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Death  Rate  of  Infaiits  under  One  Yeai  of  age  : — 
Rate  for  all  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births — Holyhead  ... 

Rate  for  all  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births — Engl.and  and  Wales 
Rate  for  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 
Rate  for  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births 


...  72.20 
...  53.0 
...  75.47 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

2.  Measles 

3.  Searlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 
C.  Influenza 

7.  Eireephalitis  Lethargiea 

8.  Cerebro-sirinal  Fever 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Syste 

10.  Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases 
1.1.  Syphilis 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  I’abcs  Dorsali 

13.  Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

14.  Diabetes  

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

16.  Heart  Disease 

17.  Aneurysm 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

19.  Bronchitis 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

24.  Appendicitis  ... 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

26.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

28.  Acute  an,d  Chronic  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  Sepisis 

30.  Other  Puerperal  causes 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  Malformations 

32.  Senility  ...  

33.  Suicide  

34.  Other  Violence 

35.  Other  defined  Diseases 

36.  Causes  illdefined  or  unknown 


etc. 


Total 


DEATHS  FROM  SPECIAL  DISEASES. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  (all  forms  and  all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  


Males. 


Females. 


7 

3 

— 

1 

14 

15 

5 

3 

26 

1 

2 

21 

4 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

5 

7 

3 

83 

68 

1938. 

1937. 

11 

15 

29 

18 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a definite  increase  in  deaths  from  Cancer  as  compared  with  1937,  and  this 
total  is  also  over  double  that  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1938.  Cancer  is  a disoa.se  which  has  to  be 
specifically  reported  upon  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  regarding  the  adequacy  of  facilities  for  diagnosis 
and  treatment. 


The  continued  and  excessive  unemployment  is  observed  to  have  a deterrant  effect  oi\  the  general  hcaltli 
and  physical  wellbeing  of  both  children  and  adults  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  the  comiuunity  that  have 
been  obliged  to  face  year  after  year  of  either  total  lack  of  employment  or  only  intermittent  employment 
on  the  part  of  the  family’s  principal  wage  earner  and  food  provider. 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Food  f;ami)k'd  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  1928,  is  analysed  by  the  Anglesey  County 
Public  Analj^st,  Mr.  H.  Lowe,  M.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  of  Chester. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  examination  of  Milk  samples  is  carried  out  at  the  School  of  Agi-icidture,  University 
College  of  North  Wales,  by  the  Veterinary  Officer,  Mr.  W.  T.  Howlands.  M.R.C.V'.S.,  D.V.S.M.,  who  is  also 
most  helpful  in  giving  expert  opinion  on  meat  and  jioultry  siiecimens  suffering  from  diseases  requiring 
laboratory  determination. 

Ordinaiy  and  designated  IMilk  samples  are  submitted  to  Mrs.  P.  M.  Hobson,  N.D.J)..  the  Advisory 
Dairy  Bacteriologist  at  the  University  School  of  Agriculture,  who  carries  out  the  specified  tests  for  clean- 
liness. 

Water  siqiiily  examination  is  iicrformed  ly  the  Anglesey  County  Public  Analyst. 

The  results  of  the  various  examinations  ai’c  given  under  the  ai>proi)riatc  sections  in  this  Report. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  area  is  served  by  one  Fever  Ambulance  belonging  to  the  County  Council,  which  deals  with  removal 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital  at  Gwalchmai,  and  by  one  gencial  purpose 
Ambulance  operated  by  the  Holyhead  Motor  Ambulance  Committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  Colonel 
the  Ho.n.  O.  H.  Stanley,  D.S.O.,  J.P.,  and  the  following  statement  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
has  been  submitted  by  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  C.  R.  Hollyoake  : — 

“ The  Ambulance  is  available  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night  and  should  be  called  as  follows  : 
Day  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.  ...  ...  Telephone  : Holyhead  120. 

Night  8 p.m.  to  8 a.m Telephone  ; Holyhead  7. 

Hon.  Secretarj^  Telephone  : Holyhead  177. 

During  1938,  the  following  cases  were  carried  by  the  Motor  Ambulance  : — 

Fatal  Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  Accidents  ...  

Removed  from  Hospital  ... 

Removed  from  Nursing  Homes  

Transferred  from  one  Hospital  to  another  3 

Removed  from  Hospital  to  Horae  9 

63 

Number  of  miles  travelled  ...  1,953 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  manned  by  members  of  the  Holyhead  Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  who  not  only  give  their  services  freely  and  willingly,  but  also  take  pains  to  be  efficient  in  their 
work.  Every  year  the  work  grows  and  the  service  becomes  more  and  more  essential  to  the  town  and  dis- 
trict and  it  is  fitting  that  this  should  be  recognised  and  appreciated. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

Home  Nursing  is  provided  by  the  Railway  Nursing  Association  and  the  District  Nursing  Association, 
both  of  which  bodies  emjiloy  two  Nurses — one  in  each  case  being  a Maternity  Nurse. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  fortnight,  attended  by  the  town’s  general  medical  practitioners, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme. 

A Tuberculosis  Clinic  is  held  every  other  Saturday  morning,  where  patients  are  referred  for  diagnosis 
and  consultation.  A fuller  report  on  this  Clinic  will  be  found  under  the  heading  of  “ Tuberculosis.” 


1 

8 

42 
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HOSPITALS. 

There  is  one  voluntary  Hospital  in  the  town,  known  as  the  Stanley  Sailors’  Hospital,  Avhieh  has  twenty- 
two  beds.  This  small  hospital  continues  to  provide  much-needed  service  for  the  town  and  the  surrounding 
districts.  I give  below  a brief  statement  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  A.  Pierce,  B.Sc.  (It  should 
be  noted  that  owing  to  a change  in  the  method  of  record-keeping  at  the  hospital,  the  figures  relate  to  eighteen 
months— July,  1937,  to  December,  1938). 

1.  Total  number  of  Beds  available  on,  June  30th  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

2.  Average  number  of  Beds  available  during  the  period  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

3.  Average  number  of  Patients  resident  daily  throughout  the  period  ...  12.8 

4.  Number  of  Patients  in  hospital  at  beginning  of  period  ...  ...  ...  13 

5.  Number  of  Patients  admitted  during  the  ])criod  ...  ...  488 

6.  Number  of  Patients  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  period  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

7.  Average  number  of  days  each  patient  was  resident  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.3 

8.  Number  of  Patients  admitted  during  the  period  who  were  resident  for  : — 

(1)  Only  one  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

(2)  Two  or  three  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Major  Operations  ...  ...  ...  ...  110 

I’emoval  of  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  ...  ...  45 

Minor  Oi^crations  and  Fractures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Dental  52 

X-Ray  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths — Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Medical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

It  is  felt  that  the  hospital  is  lacking  in  proper  accotnmodation  in  respect  of  a Children's  Ward  and  a 
Maternity  Ward,  where  normal  straightforward  cases  of  confinements  could  be  undertaken,  particularly 
where  the  home  conditions  arc  not  entirely  suitable. 


Four  disinfections  were  carried  out  at  the  hospital  at  the  request  of  the  Authorities  after  Septic  cases. 


9 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

All  ])remiscs,  with  three  exceptions,  arc  served  with  a piped  water  supply  on  the  constant  system  hy 
the  Holyhead  Waterworks  Company,  which  is  the  statutory  jirovider  of  wholesome  Avater  to  the  town. 
The  principal  source  of  supply  is  Llyn  Traffwll,  from  where  the  Avatcr  is  pumped  up  to  Cwm  Reservoir  <ni 
Holyhead  Mountain,  from  w'hencc  it  is  distributed  to  the  towm. 


The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year,  both  in  quantity  aird  quality,  although  contradict- 
ory reports  have  been  received  from  the  respective  analysts  of  the  Waterworks  and  the  Town.  'J’his  point 
has  been  a bone  of  contention,  in  the  past,  and  the  tendency  has  been  for  the  discussion  to  centre  more  around 
the  respective  merits  of  tlic  analysts  concerned  than  on  the  valuable  check  that  Avas  being  made  on  the 
pui’ity  of  the  Avater.  This  issue  has  noAv  been  settled  by  an  arrangement  Avhich  Avill  be  put  into  effect  in 
1939  AA-hereby  a recognised  authority  on  Avater  analysis  Avill  carry  out  examinatiojis  for  both  the  Toavu.  and 
the  WatcTAvorks  ComjAany.  The  fcAv  complaints  received  by  the  Department  during  the  year  regarding 
the  quality  of  the  Avater  haAO  been  about  unpleasant  taste  and  smell,  and  inquiry  at  the  WaterAvorks  Office 
has  pointed  to  either  algal  growths  or  over-chlorination  as  the  cause,  the  one  beijig  due  to  Nature,  and  the 
other  to  excess  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  purification  staff,  and  both  these  conditions  have  righted  themselves 
Avithin  a reasonable  time  after  eomplaint. 

The  piped  and  other  forms  of  Avatcr  supply  arc  controlled  by  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis,  and 
tlic  examinations  performed  during  the  year  are  as  under  ; — 

Number  and  Results  oe  Examinations, 

Sample.  By  Waterworks  Company.  Result.  By  Council.  Result. 

Bacteriological  ...  1 Satisfactory  1 Unsatisfactory 

Chemical  1 Satisfactory  — — 

Also  tAvo  independent  chemical  examinations  have  been  made  of  the  raAv  and  other  Avater  for  admin- 
trative  purposes  by  the  WaterAvorks  Company.  Daily  tests  of  the  Avater  going  into  supply  are  made  at 
each  Works. 

The  three  premises  not  on  the  Avater  mains  arc  supplied  by  private  avcIIs,  namely  : — Ty  MaAvr  Turkey, 
Dock  House,  Turkey  Shore  ; G Mount  Pleasant.  The  w'cll  Avater  of  the  first  tAvo  Averc  samjiled  for  both 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year,  and  as  a result  of  the  Analyst’s  report,  Ty  Mawr 
Turkey  has  been  put  on  the  piped  supply,  whilst  the  Dock  House  has  been  alloAved  to  continue  to  use  its 
Avell  and  the  protective  coAmr  has  been  repaired. 

I acknowledge  the  co-operation  of  the  WaterAvorks  Company  in  siijAplying  the  folloAving  statement 
which  has  to  be  included  in  this  Report  : — 

No  neAv  sources  of  supply  have  been  brought  into  use,  but  an  additional  intake  from  Llyn 
TraffAvll  has  been  eonstructed. 

No  important  extensions  of  mains  have  been  made,  but  several  old  mains  have  been  replaced 
by  ncAv,  and  alterations  made  in  various  places  to  increase  the  pressure. 

Access  of  cattle  to  Llyn  Traffwll  in  the  vicinity  of  the  intake  has  been  stopped,  and  an  alter- 
nate supply  of  water  given.  Water  from  the  Voel  Siiring  and  Ffynnon  Wrach  Spring  on  Holyhead 
.Mountain  has  been  diverted  and  is  now  filtered  and  chlorinated  before  going  into  supply,  Tavo 
additional  mechanical  filters  have  been  erected  at  Traffwll. 

Circular  1694  on  Water  Supplies,  dated  12th  March,  1938,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  deals  speci- 
fically Avith  the  serious  responsibility  which  rests  upon  water  undertakers  in  relation  to  the  purity  of  the 
public  Avater  supplies  which  they  control. 

The  contents  of  the  above  circular  may  be  roughlj'’  summarised  as  folloAvs  — ■ 

It  is  the  statutory  duty  of  all  local  authorities  operating  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  ensure  that 
water  supplied  by  them  to  consumers  is  at  all  times  Avholesome,  and  a like  resxionsibility  is  expressly  placed 
bv  Parliament  upon  Water  Undertakers,  whether  local  authorities  or  statutory  companies,  Avho  derive 
their  poAvers  from  special  statutory  enactments.  Where  the  Water  Undertakers  are  not  the  local  authority 
for  an  area  supplied  by  them,  they  should  be  ready,  on  request,  to  furnish  full  information  to  that  local 
authority  or  its  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  and  the  precautions  taken 
to  safeguard  its  wholesomeness. 
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And  these  are  the  points  which  are  stressed  : — 

1.  Imperative  need  for  constant  supervision  of  supplies. 

2.  The  undertaking  being  under  the  supervision  of  a qualified  engineer. 

3.  Frequent  analysis  of  the  water  supplied  and  regular  inspections  of  the  gathering  grounds 
and  surroundings  of  sources  of  supply,  with  a view  to  the  removal  of  likely  causes  of  pollution. 

4.  Treating  the  water  where  there  is  cause  for  suspicion,  and  securing  that  treatment  is 
automatically  controlled  and  verified  by  frequent  analysis. 

5.  Close  collaboration  between  the  various  departments  of  local  authorities  who  are  water 
undertakers  and  between  other  water  undertakers  and  the  local  authority  in  their  areas  of  supply. 

The  combined  effect  of  the  above  circular  and  the  pertinent  points  raised  by  Dr.  R.  J.  Matthews,  of 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  during  his  survey  of  the  Public  Health  Services  resulted  in  a request  to  the 
Waterworks  Company  for  a detailed  report  on  the  undertaking,  and  this  report  when  received  entirely 
satisfied  the  Department  that  all  necessary  precautions  for  safeguarding  the  purity  of  the  town’s  water  supply 
were  being  taken. 


The  water  supply  to  117  premises  was  cither  made  satisfactory  or  improved  upoJi  during  the  year  by 
repairing  or  renewal  of  defective  private  proi)crty  service  pipes. 


In  Llaingoch  there  arc  37  houses  dependent  on  one  common  public  screw  down  Avatcr  tap  situated  at 
the  top  end  of  the  street. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


That  portion  of  Gors  Avenue  Avithin  the  Urban  District,  the  Achole  of  Bout  HAvfa  aiul  Brighton  Terrace 
and  the  Avholc  of  Llaingoch  and  Llainfain  have  no  .system  of  scAverage.  The  rest  of  the  toAvn  Avith  isolated 
exceptions  is  all  on  the  seAverage  system.  Well  Street  district  and  certain  areas  in  Kingsland  aiid  London 
Road  are  subject  to  serious  flooding  at  times,  and  an  economic  solution  to  the  problem  is  not  yet  Avithin 
sight.  The  practice  of  previous  years  respecting  choked  drains  has  been  adhered  to,  Avhereby  the  Surveyor 
attends  to  all  choked  drains  on  receipt  of  a signed  requisitioji  from  the  responsible  jiarty,  and  this  system 
continues  to  give  general  satisfaction  as  it  tends  to  prevent  undue  interference  Avith  drainage  by  unskilled 
persons. 


For  the  folloAvung  and  other  information  of  a like  character  contained  in  this  Report,  I am  indebted 
to  the  SurA^eyor  : — 

LINEAL  YARDS  OF  SEWERAGE. 


Housing 

Capital 

Account  (ScAvers  for  Housing  Sites). 

Porthyfelin  Road 

G ins. 

36t 

0 ins.  18  ins. 

J unctions. 
9 

M.H. 

4 

Street  Gullies. 

Kingsland  Road 

38 

— — 

6 

— 

— 

BrcakAA^ater  VieAv 

172| 

— — 

32 

8 

— 

JcAv  Street 

98J 

— — 

12 

4 

— 

NcAvry  Fields 

88 

— — 

21 

— 

— 

Garreghvyd  Road 

— 

— — - 

— 

— 

0 

Holborn  Road 

General  Account. 
— 32 

2 

Min-y-Mor  Road 

... 

• • 

30 

— — 

— 

2 

— 

389 

— 32 

80 

20 

5 

In  addition  0 yards  of  6 inch  pipes  sewer  were  relaid. 

73  choked  drains  and  109  choked  seAvers  were  attended  to  during  the  year. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

’I’hcrc  are  four  main  sttcams  in  the  area.  The  Penrhosfeihv,  and  the  Porthdafarch  StreaJVi,  each  dis- 
charge into  the  Railway  Company’s  cuh-ert,  and  a comjdaint  of  pollution  by  the  Company  resulted  in  the 
Holyhead  and  North  Wales  Gas  and  Water  Corporation  improving  their  method  of  gas  waste  purification 
by  laying  down  tw'O  separation — settlement  chambers  for  dealing  Avith  their  waste  products  before  dis- 
charging into  the  Porthdafarch  Stream.  The  Gors  and  the  Llainogch  Stream  both  discharge  on  the  beach 
in  the  Porthyfelin  district.  All  the  streams  arc  kept  in  good  order  by  cleansing  from  time  to  time. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  closets,  with  the  exception  of  the  unsewered  areas  of  the  district  and  otlier  isolated  exceptions,  arc 
on  the  water  carriage  system. 

0 privies  in  Wynne  Street  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 

32  bucket-flushed  closets  have  been  provided  with  flushing  cisterns. 

And  the  following  is  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  }^ear  :■ — • 

Number  of  premises  served  by  privy-middens  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  premises  served  by  privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  premises  served  by  pail  closets  86 


The  number  of  uncovered  privy-middens  still  in  use  is  ratlicr  high  and  is  confined  solely  to  Brighton 
Terrace  and  Bont  Hwfa  Terrace.  A sanitary  improvement  would  be  achieved  if  these  abominations  Avere 
replaced  by  a good  type  of  pail  closet  as  this  would  necessitate  Avcckly  cleansing  of  the  clo.sets,  together  Avith 
AACckly  collection  of  household  refuse,  Avhich  Avoidd  have  to  bo  placed  in  recejAtaclos.  The  present  practice 
is  for  these  things  to  be  emptied  four  and  sometimes  five  times  i>er  annum  on  to  the  back  lane  and  jjicked 
up  by  liorse-draAAn  cart  for  disjjosal  at  Cerrig-y-Lloi  fields. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Refuse  collection  in  all  but  the  Brighton,  Bont  HAA-fa  and  Llaingoch  areas  is  under  private  (uniiraet 
by  means  of  a proper  Ford  Refuse  vehicle  and  disposal  is  at  the  Refuse  Destructor.  Refuse  from  the  otlier 
districts  mentioned  aboA^e  is  collected  by  a horse-drawn  open  cart  and  crudely  tipped  adjacent  to  the  main 
road  on  the  Cerrig-y-Lloi  fields.  The  collection  is  weekly  in  every  case  with  the  exception  of  the  seventeen 
priA'j^-middens  previously  referred  to  under  the  last  heading. 


Both  methods  of  disposal,  the  incineration  at  the  Refuse  Destructor  and  the  crude  tipping  at  Cerrig- 
y-Lloi  fields,  are  unsatisfaetory  and  should  not  bo  tolerated  if  other  means  of  disposal  are  aA^ailable.  'riui 
nuisance  from  grit  and  other  incomplete  products  of  combustion  at  the  Destructor  is  serious,  and  each 
successiA^e  delay  in  deciding  and  putting  into  operation  a new  principle  of  disposal  not  only  aggra Abates  the 
jiosition,  but  also  increases  the  clamour  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a satisfying  reply  to  the  oft  repeated  com- 
plaint. 1,597  lorry  loads  of  refuse  were  dealt  with  at  the  plant  during  the  year. 


At  the  reque.st  of  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing.  Ministry  of  Health,  a deputation  of  the  Council. 
Avith  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  visited  the  Ministry  on  19th  May,  and  later  submitted  a report  Avhich  Avas  not 
very  favourable  to  the  proposed  Pulverisation  metliod  of  disposal,  but  despite  this  and  a later  sjiecial  and 
confirmatory  report  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  and  acquire  land  for  refuse  disposal 
by  pulverisation,  and  there  the  matter  stands  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  continuance  of  atmosjihcric  pollution  in  a gross  form  led  to  the  Sanitary  Insj^ector,  at  your  direction, 
preparing  a report  directing  attention  to  palliative  measures  which  might  reduce  the  nuisance,  but  no  action 
Avas  taken. 


The  crude  tipping  of  the  Llaingoch  refuse  at  Cerrig-y-Lloi  fields  should  be  discontinued  as  it  is  not 
in  the  best  interest  of  jAublic  health.  104  cart  loads  of  household  refuse  were  crudely  deposited  on  the  tip 
during  the  year. 


The  pail  closet  or  night  soil  collection,  of  76  Llaingoch  houses  is  once  a week  by  Council  tumbler  cart, 
and  disposal  is  by  tipping  at  Cerrig-y-Lloi.  This  tip,  it  should  be  noted,  is  separate  from  the  refuse  tip  on 
the  same  land.  104  tumbler  cart  loads  of  night  soil  were  disposed  of  in  this  fashion  during  the  year. 


The  method  of  collection  from  some  of  the  houses  backing  on  to  Cerrig-y-Lloi  is  not  without  danger 
to  the  men  as  there  is  no  recognised  rear  access  to  these  houses,  and  the  field,  stream,  rock  outcrop  and 
stone  boundary  Avails  that  have  to  be  negotiated  for  pail  closet  emptying  has  been  rather  aptly  described 
as  “ the  Grand  National,”  the  main  difference  being  that  the  course  is  confined  to  two  runners.  The  con- 
ditions under  Avhich  the  service  works  here  in  the  winter  months  must  be  intolerable, 
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A special  report  on  the  town's  refuse  receptacles  was  also  prepared  during  the  year  and,  in  view  of  the 
findings  of  that  survey,  it  is  regrettable  that  the  position  is  viewed  with  such  complacency  when  the  prov- 
isions of  Section  75  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  regarding  the  supply  of  galvanised  iron  dustbins  for  house 
refuse  is  realised.  The  statement  below  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  : — 

Number  and  type  of  refuse  receptacles  in  the  collection  area  based  on 
one  receptacle  per  house  (excluding  shop  and  trade  premises): — 


Number. 

Percentage. 

Bins 

...  891 

36% 

Casks 

...  425 

17% 

Drums 

...  333 

13.3% 

Baths 

...  170 

6.7% 

Buckets  ... 

...  120 

4.6% 

Baskets  ... 

...  11 

•4% 

Boxes 

...  261 

10.5% 

Chests 

...  243 

9.0% 

Dollytubs 

...  64 

2.5% 

I’lierc  arc  a small  but  indefinite  number  of  houses  served  Avith  cesspools  to  be  found  generally  in  the 
unsewered  portion  of  the  district  and  in  other  instances  where  connection  to  the  sewer  is  either  impossible 
or  impracticable.  There  is  no  cesspool  cleansing  service  and  no  well  founded  complaints  of  nuisance  from 
this  tyi)c  of  sewage  disposal  have  been  received  in  the  course  of  the  year. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Being  the  tabular  statemcjit  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  accordance  Avith  Article  27  (IS) 


of  the  Sa.nitary  Officers  Regulations,  1935. 

Housing  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  for  representation  ...  ...  30 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  inspected  and  reported  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Council  Houses  supervision  Inspections  ...  14 

Inquiries  regarding  Slum  Clearance  Rehousing ...  ...  52 

Verminous  premises  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sanitary  Accommodation  inspections  ...  ...  166 

Water  Supply  insi>ections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 


Other  inspections  carried  out  have  been  included  under  the  more  appropriate  headings  dealing  Avith 
the  specific  subject  under  revieAv. 

The  number  of  notices  served  and  complied  with  is  shewn  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  serAmd  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Number  of  Compliances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Compliances  Nil 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  carry  out  systematic  inspection  of  shops  respecting  the  sanitary 
provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,.  1934,  nor  has  any  action  been  taken  under  Circular  1600  regarding  offices 
OAving  to  pressure  of  other  routine  Avork. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  Avithin  the  district  to  Avhich  the  licensing  jArovisions  of  Section  269  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  apply  and  the  attention  of  the  Department  has  not  been  drawn  to  any  other  cases  of 
camping. 

Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  sites  licensed  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Estimated  maximum  numbcf  of  campers  during  summer  1938  Nil 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


TliCiC  is  no  industrial  atmospheric  pollution  in  the  accepted  sense  and  no  action  Avas  considered  necess- 
ary during  the  year.  Considerable  annoyance  is  caixsod  by  mail  boat  smoke,  and  also  by  engine  smoke,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  L.  M.  and  S.  Locomotive  Sheds  near  Whiston  Street.  As  stated  under  another  heading 
the  Refuse  Destructor  is  a prolific  source  of  nuisance  in  this  respect. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  private  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area,  and  it  is  a matter  of  public  opinion 
as  to  whether  advantage  could  not  be  taken  of  grants  from  the  National  Fitness  Committee  for  Wales  for 
provision  of  a swimming  pool. 


ERADICATION  OP  BEDBUGS. 

Council  Houses. 

Disinfostod. 

Inspections.  Infested.  H.C.N.  Other  Insecticides. 

12  — — — 

Private  Houses. 

Disinfested. 

Inspections.  Infested.  H.C.N.  Other  Insecticides. 

1 1 — 1 

Inspection  of  houses  for  clearance  as  unfit  shows  a high  percentage  infc.stcd  with  bedbugs  and  disin- 
festation of  the  tenant’s  belongings  is  carried  out  before  transfer  to  a Council  House.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  year  this  was  done  very  crudely  by  sulphur  candle  fumigation  of  the  old  dwelling,  but  after  submission 
of  a special  report  on  this  subject  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  the  proccess  was  changd  to  Van  fumigation  by 
hydrogen  cyanide  carried  out  by  a recognised  and  competent  fumigation  contractor.  Hydrogen  cyanide 
fumigation  does  give  100%  eradication  for  all  articles  treated,  but  the  continuance  of  this  method  is  doubt- 
ful in  view  of  the  high  cost  and  the  peculiar  difficulty,  which  apparently  is  confined  to  stone  construction 
of  houses,  which  does  not  allow  of  a sufficient  number  of  new  houses  being  ready  for  occupation  within  a 
reasonable  time  of  each  other  for  economic  working  on  the  basis  of  fifteen  new  dwellings  for  tenanting  in 
a given  week.  The  household  effects  of  18  families  were  treated  with  hydrogen  cyanide,  and  the  furniture 
and  furnishings  of  another  38  were  subjected  to  sulphur  dioxide  fumigation  in  the  condemned  house  before 
transfer  to  the  Council  house. 

The  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent  infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing  is  difficult 
in  both  Council  houses  and  private  property  as  generally  the  tenant,  especially  if  getting  on  in  ji-ears,  has  got 
so  used  to  the  vermin,  that  w'hilst  appreciating  the  relief  obtained  from  action  by  the  officers  of  the  local 
authority,  he  is  nevertheless  reluctant  to  notify  any  new  infestation.  Steps  arc  taken  to  make  tenants 
on  Council  Estates  bug  conscious,  and  also  to  obtain  their  co-operation  in  reporting  any  new  infestation 
or  incomplete  disinfestation.  Similarly  ow'ners  and  occupiers  of  private  houses  are  assisted  and  advised 
as  required. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  water  supply  of  the  schools  in  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Generally  speaking  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  schools  is  good  and  the  responsible  authority  has  been 
informed  of  defective  closet  accommodation  at  Kingsland  School,  and  of  obsolete  and  insanitary  trough 
closets  in  use  at  the  St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  School. 

At  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  the  whole  of  tho  Kingsland  School  was  fumigated  on  the 
21st  October  as  an  infectious  disease  precautionary  measure. 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 


Total  number  of  Inhabited  Houses  in  the  district  2,947 

Number  of  New  Houses  completed  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.3 

Number  of  New  Houses  completed  by  Local  Authority  during  the  year  ...  56 

Plans  for  22  new  houses  were  entered  at  the  Surveyor’s  Department  during  the  year  and  381  inspections 
of  houses  in  course  of  erection  by  private  enterprise  have  been  made  by  the  Surveyor. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  progress  made  by  the  Local  Authority  in  providing  houses  for  the  working 
classes  during  the  Slum  Clearance  Five  Year  Programme,  and  compare  the  speed  of  rehousing  with  tlic  rate 
of  condemnation. 


HOUSES  BUILT  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

Total.  1933.  1934.  1935  1936.  1937.  1938. 

Slum  Clearance  Rehousing 91  — — ■ “ 9 26  56 

Other  Houses  28  — 22  6 — — — 


NIBIBER  OF  HOUSES  CONDEMNED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 
Clearance  Areas  and  Clearance  Orders  were  declared  involving  houses  as  follows  : — 


Total. 

1933. 

1934. 

1935 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

Clearance  Areas  Declared  ... 

...  201 

137 

17 

• — 

17 

— 

30 

Clearance  Orders  Declared  ... 

...  201 

— 

— 

11 

106 

54 

30 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  some  time  lag  between  the  declaration  of  the  area  and  the  mak- 
ing of  the  order  by  the  Council.  Of  the  137  houses  declared  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  in  1933,  11 
were  made  the  subject  of  Clearance  Orders  in  1935,  and  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  45  of  the  houses  con- 
demned in  1933  are  still  occupied,  over  5|  years  later.  It  is  , however,  worthy  of  mention  that  real  progress 
has  been  made  in  1938  as  21  more  houses  were  occupied  during  the  year  than  were  completed  during  the 
whole  of  the  period  1933 — 37  when  only  35  houses  were  erected  for  Slum  Clearance  Rehousing. 

It  is  felt  that  the  problem  of  bad  housing  and  overcrowding  is  now  being  tackled  with  positive  enthus- 
iasm and  it  is  evident  that  all  the  available  energy  of  the  Department  will  be  in  full  demand  for  some  con- 
siderable time  yet  to  cope  with  the  task  of  detailed  inspection  and  report  involved  in  the  preparation  of  new 
Clearance  Areas  and  in  the  work  of  overcrowding  abatement. 


1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  299 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 510 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  54 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose ...  ...  54 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  54 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  136 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dw*elling-houscs  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  


93 


l5 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(ffl)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  owners  None 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...None 

(h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwclling-houscf3  in  i-cspcct  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(а)  By  owners  ...  None 

(б)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...None 

(c)  Piocecdings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  wore  made  ...  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  1 

(d)  Pi’occcdings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 


were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  None 

4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV— OVERCROWDING. 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  cat  the  end  of  the  year  ...  44 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  44 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .308 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year None 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year 32 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  190 


The  above  overcrowding  figures  rebate  only  to  the  normal  decline  in  the  number  of  families  recorded 
as  overcrowded  and  no  new  cases  have  been  reported,  but  that  docs  not  mean  that  the  actual  number  of 
overcrowded  families  in  the  district  is  44,  as  new  cases  have  possibly  occurred  since  the  overcrowding  sur- 
vey and  which  have  irot  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

INSPECTION  OP  FACTORIES. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OP  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH  INCLUDING 


INSPECTIONS  MADE 

BY  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Number  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Notices. 

prosecuted. 

(!) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  Meehanical  Power 

* • 

* f * » 

. 32 

4 

— 

Factories  without  Mechanical  Power 

• • • 

• • • • 

..  28 

— 

— 

Other  Premises 



... 

... 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

... 

... 

..  63 

4 

Nil 

2.  DEFECTS 

FOUND. 

Number  of 

defects  in 

Particular.?. 

Number  of  Defects. 

respect  of 

Referred 

which  Prosecu- 

to  H.M. 

tions  were 

Pound. 

Remedied. 

Inspector. 

instituted, 

(1) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S. 

1)  

2 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffeetive  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Convenienees 

Insufficient  ... 

— . 

— 

— . 

— 

(S.  7) 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  offences  ... 



... 

— 

— 

— • 

> 

Total 

• •• 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Keen  attention  has  been  devoted  to  maintaining  a safe  milk  supply  during  the  year,  and  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  systematise  the  sampling  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  examination.  The  usual  inspections 
of  cowsheds  and  dairies  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  general  com- 
ment  is  true  that  whilst  in  the  majority  of  eases  the  farm  buildings  liave  been  altered  in  an  attempt  to  con- 
form with  the  Order,  it  is  not  possible  Avithout  reconstruction  for  a dcshable  modenr  standard  to  be  aehiev'cd, 
but  they  arc  kept  as  clean  as  the  circumstances  permit  and  arc  regularly  lime-Avashed. 

One  coAVshed  at  the  rear  of  Harp  Street  has  been  abandoned  oir  the  rcmoA'al  of  the  coAvkceper  to  the 
Rural  District,  and  the  coAvshed  at  Cac  Ty  Ecchan,  LoJAdon  Road,  falls  far  short  of  the  standard  of  the 
1920  Order. 


The  state  of  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  as  folloAvs 
Number  of  producer-retailers  resident  in  the  District 

Number  of  Dairy  Milkshops  

Number  of  coAA’keepers  supplying  above  Dairies 
Number  of  distributors  resident  outside  the  Di.strict 
Total  number  of  operators  in  the  District 


6 

2 

5 

38 

46 


It  Avill  be  noted  that  of  the  46  purvejmrs  of  milk  it  is  o.nly  i>ossiblc  to  exercise  direct  control  over  8 
of  them,  that  is,  about  17%  of  the  aa^aoIc. 

Included  in  the  aboAm  figures  are  the  folloAving  producer-retailers  licensed  under  the  Milk  SjAocial 
DcsigiAations  Order,  1936 — 38,  by  the  County  Council  ; — 


ACCREDITED  mLK. 

Resident  Avithin  the  District  1 

Resident  outside  the  District  2 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED  MILK. 

Resident  Avithin  the  District  — 

Resident  outside  the  District  ...  2 

Mr.  Griffith  Jones,  the  County  Director  of  Agriculture,  informs  me  that  of  17  samples  of  tuberculin 
tested  milk  sold  in  the  area  only  one  AA'as  unsatisfactory,  and  24  samples  of  accredited  milk  all  proA'cd  up 
to  standard  of  the  Sjiecial  Desigantions  Order. 

The  milk  of  all  the  46  retailers  was  examined  during  the  year  for  tubercle  bacilli  and  all  proA'ed  negative 
on  biological  test.  This  Avork  is  carried  out  at  the  expense  of  the  CoiuAty  Council,  and  in  the  past  the  idea 
has  been  to  sample  each  vendor  once  annually,  but  it  is  suggested  that  the  A^alue  of  this  control  Avould  be 
much  increased  if  the  sampling  Avas  done  tAvice  per  annum  as  coav's  which  Avere  dry  at  the  time  the  first  sample 
was  taken  Avill  probably  be  lactating  again  Avhen  the  second  .sample  is  taken,  and  this  Avould  also  cover  the 
possible  additions  to  the  herds  during  the  six  months  between  the  samplings. 

Tuberculin  tested  milk  is  supplied  to  schools  under  the  County  Council  Scheme. 

A Milk  and  Health  Week  organised  by  the  National  Milk  Publicitj’  Council,  Avith  the  Council’s  eo- 
operation,  planned  to  be  held  during  the  year  had  to  be  postponed  until  January  1(5 — 20,  1939,  Avdicn  a 
most  successful  demonstration  Avas  witnessed  at  the  ToAA'n  Hall. 

The  cooking  demonstrations,  free  milk  ajrd  free  cinematograph  displays  on  milk  and  health  topics, 
packed  the  Hall  at  every  sitting  and  it  is  hoped  that  only  good  will  result  from  this  venture. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


Tlicrc  is  no 
slaughterhouses 


Public  iSlauglitcrhouso  in  the  District  and  the  following  tabic  shows  tlic  number  of  private 
in  use  at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 

1929.  1938. 


Registered  ...  ...  4 3 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 3 


The  above  figures  include  L.  M.  & S.  Railway  Lairages  and  one  in  the  Tan  Yard  which  arc  ajiparcntly 
the  only  two  which  are  subject  to  annual  licences,  the  others  being  either  registered  or  i)ermancntly  licensed. 
They  arc  scattered  over  the  town  and  effective  control  is  difficult  and  the  obvious  unsuitability  of  sonip 
of  the  jiremiscs  was  remarked  upon,  by  Dr.  Matthews  during  his  survey.  Despite  constant  supervision  it 
has  not  been  found  possible  to  keep  some  of  the  slaughterhouses  free  from  conditions  which  give  rise  to 
nuisances,  and  the  position  is  further  aggravated  in  some  cases  by  inherent  defects  and  disadvantages  of  site 
and  structure  which  do  not  allow  of  conformity  with  existing  Byelaws.  It  is  well  nigh  impossible  to  j>ro- 
ducc  wholesome  meat  in  some  of  the  atrocities  which  so  far  have  enjoyed  immunity  from  closure  because 
of  the  protection  conferred  by  the  existing  legislature. 

Tlic  undesirable  conditions  have  been  appreciated  as  far  back  as  1933 — 34  whcji  the  Public  Slaughter- 
house Sub-Committee  reported  as  follows  : — 

“ Your  Sub-Committee are  satisfied  that  the  existing  slaughterhouses  do  not  meet 

modern  requirements,  cither  sanitary,  hygienic  or  humanitarian,  as  for  the  most  part  they  arc 
old,  out-of-date  buildings  in  unsuitable  places.” 


What  was  true  five  years  ago  is  even  more  apparent  today,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  avenues  of  possible 
action  disclosed  by  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  which  comes  into  oporatioti  in  October,  1939,  AviJl 
bo  thoroughly  explored  and  the  requisite  steps  taken  respecting  the  unsatisfactory  slaughterhouses. 


There  arc  14  persons  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  in  accordance  with  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 
1933. 

The  inspectioir  of  shops,  stalls,  and  vehicles  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  has  been  carried  out 
regularly  and  as  circumstances  dictate,  and  the  inspections  are  summarised  under  : — 

Slaughterhouses  and  Food  Premises  Inspections  ...  186 

Market  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  37 

The  Market  is  held  weekly  on  a Saturday  and  had  five  fruit  and  greejigrocery  stalls,  one  wet  fish  stall, 
and  24  meat  stalls  in  the  covered  portion.  One  of  the  fruit  stalls  is  locally  owned  and  the  others  come  from 
Bangor  and  Liverpool.  Of  the  24  meat  stalls,  three  are  kept  by  residents  within  the  town  boundary  and  the 
other  21  belong  to  residents  in  the  adjoining  rural  district.  The  meat  exposed  for  sale  is  dressed  in  15  rural 
slaughterhouses  and  in  2 premises  within  the  Urban  district. 


Adequate  and  full  inspection  of  the  meat  is  very  difficult  in  view  of  the  fact  that  part  carcases  with- 
out organs,  awl  also  ready  cut  up  into  saleable  joints  are  exposed  for  sale.  Proper  inspectioir  in  accordance 
with  Memo  62  Foods  is  only  jiossible  at  the  time  of  slaughter  when  the  fidl  carcase  and  all  organs  are  avail- 
able for  examination. 


The  legal  prosecutions  instituted  in  the  past  for  sale  of  unsound  or  diseased  meat  at  the  Market  has 
made  the  rural  stall-holder  very  careful  in  the  type  of  meat  that  he  exposes  for  sale,  and  some  of  thorn  go 
60  far  as  to  -withhold  in  their  van  any  meat  that  they  are  not  satisfied  about,  and  request  the  Sanitary  In- 
spector to  examine  it  before  it  is  brought  into  the  Market  stall  for  sale,  and  it  -will  be  realised  that  the  most 
that  can  happen  under  these  conditions  is  the  voluntary  surrender  and  destruction  of  any  unsound  meat 
found. 

It  is,  howev’er,  pleasing  to  record  that  there  exists  a happy  spirit  of  co-operation  between  the  Valley 
Rural  officials  and  this  Department  regarding  the  meat  supply  coming  into  the  town  from  the  rural  area. 


The  fruit  ami  greengrocery  stalls  at  the  Market  have  been  kept  under  close  observation  during  the 
year  and  the  early  action  taken,  respecting  decayed  and  unsound  fruit  has  led  to  an  appreciable  improvemeirt 
in  the  quality  exposed  for  sale. 

There  are  also  meat  inspection  difficulties  within  the  urban  area  due  principally  to  the  scattered  nature 
of  the  slaughterhouses  and  the  hours  of  slaughtering  therein,  but  every  effort  is  made  to  make  the  inspect- 
ion as  complete  as  possible  bearing  in  mind  the  other  duties  of  the  Department.  As  things  are  at  present 
there  is  considerable  waste  in  both  time  and  energy  in  carrying  out  this  essential  service. 

There  is  no  meat  marking  seheme  under  Part  111  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations.  1924,  in  force, 
and  the  stipulated  information  on  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  is  given  below.  It  should  be  noted 
here  that  this  table  refers  only  to  the  local  meat  trade  and  does  not  include  figures  for  the  L.  M.  & S.  Lair- 
ages  as  meat  dressed  there  is  confined  to  the  Irish  traffic  and  forwarded  to  its  destination  and  is,  therefore, 
not  released  for  local  consumption. 

TOWN.  CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 

Cattle.  Calves.  Sheep  ami  Lambs. 

Number  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  5o  — 130 

Alt.  Diseses  except  Tubekculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  organ  was  condemned  ...  3 — 21 

Percentage  of  the  number  iirspcctcd  affected  Avith  disease 

other  than  Tuberculosis  d.4%  — 17.7% 

Tubekculosis  Oxly. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  ...  3 — - — • 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  Avith  Tuberculosis  d.4%  — — 

Regarding  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  it  shoidd  be  stated  that  the  Department  co-operates  Avith  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector,  in  charge  of  tlie  County  Veterinary  SerAucc,  by  notifying  liim  of  all  cases 
of  advanced  tuberculosis  found  in,  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  toAA-n  and  bred  on  farms  situated  in  the  county, 
and  this  alloAvs  of  a veterinary  check  being  made  on  the  rest  of  the  stock  at  the  farm  in  question. 


I’igs. 

luO 


1 

.U<  /o 


The  record  of  foodstuffs  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  in  the  toAvn  is  as  folloAvs  ; — 


Fruit,  etc.  (decomposition) 

MARKET. 

770  lbs. 

Poultry  (tuberculosis)  





2 lbs. 

Meat — Mutton  and  Lamb 

... 

... 

35  lbs. 

Beef  (unsoundness)  ...  





18  lbs. 

Beef  (tuberculosis)  ... 





Nil 

Total  surrendered  





825  lbs. 

Fruit,  etc.  ...  

TOWN. 

...  22  lbs. 

Fruit,  etc.  (decomposition) 

...  22  lbs. 

Poultry  (tuberculosis) 

2 lbs. 

Meat — Mutton  and  Lamb 

...  120  lbs. 

Beef  (unsoundness) 

...  78  lbs. 

Beef  (tuberculosis) 

...  470  lbs. 

Pork  (unsoundness) 

...  22  lbs. 

Pork  (tuberculosis) 

Nil 

Tinned  Dleat  (decomposition)  ... 

...  48  lbs. 

Fish  (decomposition)  

...  14  lbs. 

Total 

surrendered  

...  770  lbs. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  rejected  Avas  14  cAvts.  2 stones  5 lbs. 
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POKT  HEALTH  INSPECTION. 

There  is  no  separately  constituted  Port  Health  Authority  for  administrating  the  special  duties  attached 
to  port  health  inspection,  but  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act  arc  applied  by  the  Urban 
Council,  whose  Sanitary  Inspector  also  acts  as  Imported  Food  Inspector.  The  traffic  is  confined  solely 
to  imports  from  Eire  and  Northern  Ireland,  and  since  the  raising  of  the  tariffs  during  the  year,  there  has 
been  greater  facility  for  getting  the  goods  to  their  destination  and  the  .sj>oilage  of  perishable  goods  detained 
by  Customs  inspection  has  been  greatly  reduced. 


VESSELS  USING  THE  HARBOUR. 

Exclusive  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  L.  M.  & S.  Railway  Company  that  regularly  use  the  harbour, 
the  folloAving  ships  have  entered  the  port  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1939,  according  to  information 
supplied  by  the  Captain  of  the  Port  : — 

18  Naval  Vessels  (or  other  Government  Departments)  of  nett  tonnage  4,810 

141  vessels  flying  a foreign  flag  of  nett  tonnage  29,183 

410  vessels  flying  the  British  Flag  of  nett  tonnage  107,414 

Making  a total  of  075  vessels  of  total  nett  tonnage  of  141,413 


During  the  same  period  8 Royal  Air  Force  Seaplanes  visited  the  i)ort. 

3 Naval  vessels  and  7 other  vessels  were  supplied  vrith  fresh  water  by  the  Holyhead  Waterworks  Com- 
pany. 

Regarding  the  condition  of  the  L.  M.  & S.  Railway  Company’s  vessels  1 submit  the  following  state- 
ment received  from  the  Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Dub'in  Port  Authority  : — 

“ The  cargo  vessels  arc  of  modern  cojistruction  and  the  standards  of  hygiene  and  comfort  ar<' 
in  niaiiy  respects  higher  than  the  majority  of  cargo  vessels  entering  this  port.  The  Port  yanitar^^ 
Inoi)ector  states  that  he  found  these  vessels  at  all  times  in  perfect  sanitary  condition  ; and  he  asserts 
that  the  members  of  the  crews  of  these  vessels  take  x)ersonal  interest  in  the  up-to-date  facilities 
afforded  to  them,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  enviroment  is  reflected  i.n  the  cleanliness  of  the 
vessels. 

“ I have  to  add  that  there  has  been  no  recent  inspection  of  the  mail  boats  of  this  company 
which  ply  between  Dun  Laoghaire  and  Holyhead,  but  I am  satisfied  that  these  vessels  are  also 
maintained  under  as  favourable  conditions  as  obtains  in  the  case  of  the  cargo  vessels.” 

M.  J.  Russell, 

Port  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Number  of  Imported  Food  Inspections 


120 


Record  of  imported  foodstuffs  rejected  on  landing  is  as  follows  : — 
190  Rabbits  (decomj)osition  and  unsoundness) 

8 Poultry  (decomposition)  ... 

Potatoes  (decomposition.)  

Fish  (decomposition)  ... 

Shellfish  (decompo.sition)  


..  220  lb;n 

23  lbs. 
..  112  lbs. 

..  257  lbs. 

..  1,120  lbs. 


Contamination  of  crated  lambs  on  board  ship  by  liquid  du 
in  destruction  of  8 lamb  carcases,  weighing  300  lbs. 


ig  and  urine  of  cattle  during  transit  resulted 


The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  rejected  on  landing  Avas  18  CAvts.  1 stone  2 lbs. 


The  Department  has  been  in  communication  during  the  year  Avith  the  Eireann  Department  of  Agri- 
culture regarding  the  export  of  fresh  plucks  (lungs,  liver,  heart)  of  sheep  aird  pigs.  A couple  of  firms  used 
casks  AA'hich  did  not  meet  Avith  approval  as  they  Aveie  encrusted  ijiternally  Avith  a talloAv  like  substance,  and 
had  obAuously  bee.n  used  for  some  other  purpose,  and  after  our  representations  an  improvement  has  taken 
place,  but  it  is  still  a matter  of  regret  that  second-hand  used  casks  are  commonly  encountered  in  this  trade. 

Cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  are  subject  to  Government  veterinary  inspection  at  the  L.  M.  & S.  Raihvay 
Cattle  Yard  and  thifj  results  in  continual  A'isits  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  on  telephone  notification,  to  inspect 
carcases  of  animals  slaughtered  for  emergency  and  other  illhoalth  reasons  associated  Avith  the  cross-channel 
journejn 

The  table  giA^en  beloAv  refers  to  imported  animals  and  has  not  been  included  in  the  previous  table  Avhich 
only  refers  to  the  local  trade.  The  carcases  inspected  at  the  Lairages  are  forwarded  to  the  destinatioiA,  and 
great  importance  is  attached  to  a full  examination,  as  the  reason  for  slaughtering  is  a A^aluable  help  for 
determining  the  fitness  for  human  consumption,  and  as  this  information  is  not  available  for  inspection  pur- 
poses at  the  destination,  it  is  felt  that  but  for  thorough  inspection  here  it  is  jiossible  for  undesirable  carcases 
to  pass  on  to  the  markets. 


LAIRAGES.  CARCA8ES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Number  killed  (if  known) 

Number  mspected  ...  

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculc 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ,  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  of  inspected  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  j)art  or  organ  Avas  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  i)ispected  affected  Avith  tubepculosis  ... 

Record  of  meat  considered  unfit  for  human,  consumption  after  i.nspectio.n  at  the  Lairages 


,ttle. 

Cah'es. 

Sheep 

and  Lambs. 

rigs. 

60 

1 

2031 

208 

50 

1 

500 

158 

5IS. 

12 

1 

10 

14 

13 

— 

— 

2 

50% 

100% 

■yo/ 
- /o 

10% 

— 







4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 .O  /Q 

Mutton  and  Lamb  (Imising,  moribund  an.d  other  unsoundness) 
Beef  (bruising,  moribund  and  other  unsoimdncss) 

Beef  (Tuberculosis) 

Pork  (bruising,  moribund  and  other  unsoundness) 

Pork  (Tuberculosis) 

Goat  (moribund)  ...  ...  ...  

The  total  Aveight  of  meat  rejected  Avas  3 tons  3 qrs.  7 lbs. 


420  lbs. 
0,194  lbs. 

80  lbs. 
1,042  lbs. 
30  lbs. 
45  lbs. 


FOOD  ADULTERATION,  ETC. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  cxaminatioJi  of  food  is  carried  out  at  the  laboratories  mcntioJied  at  the 
begijining  of  this  RejAort  under  Section  B. 

The  folloAving  formal  samples  of  food  Avorc  submitted  to  the  Public  Anal3^st  during  the  year  by  the 
SaJiitai'y  Inspector,  Avho  is  a Sampling  Officer  under  the  Act  : — 


Total  numbe 


MUk 

Fresh  Butter 
Margarine 
Lard  ... 


of  Formal  Samples  ... 

7 nausages 
. ...  6 Polony 

. ...  1 Black  Pudding 

. ...  1 Cheshire  Cheese 


20 


The  adAmrsc  reports  are  as  follows  : — 

Analytical  Result. 

..  Fat  3.1%  

Non-fatty  solids  8.1% 

..  4.7%  excess  Avater  ... 

..  Preservative  present  Avithin  stipul- 
ated maximum  alloAved. 


Sample 

Number. 

Description . 

C 1 ... 

Fresh  Milk 

C 9 ... 

Fresh  Butter 

C 14  ... 

Sausage  ... 

Remarks  and  Action  1’aken. 

Sample  slightly  beloAv  standard  and 
matter  referred  to  County  In- 
spector. 

Matter  referred  to  County  Inspector. 

Vendor  Avarned  to  exhibit  necessary 
preservative  notice  in  shop. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  4fi  samples  of  milk  were  informallj-  examined  at  the  School  of  Agriculture, 
Bangor,  for  fat  and  non-fatty  solids  content,  and  where  considered  necessary  this  action  AAas  folloAved  by 
formal  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act,  1928,  as  indicated  above. 


AH  the  milk  samples  Avcrc  reported  to  bo  free  from  preservatives  and  artificial  colouring  matter. 


NUTRITION. 

Nothing  has  been  done  during  the  year  other  than  the  Milk  Week  jireviously  reported  upon,  to  increase 
the  knoAvledge  ot  the  public  on  Nutrition  by  means  of  lectures  or  films,  etc. 

SHELLFISH  (MOLLUSCUVN). 

Small  quantities  of  Avinklcs  are  collected  at  various  points  on  the  Ncav  Harbour  shore  and  the  beds 
arc  liable  to  pollution  owing  to  the  presence  f f seAver  outfalls  in  the  vicinity. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Pub'ic  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the  Public  Health 
(Cleansing  of  Shellfish)  Act,  1932,  and  the  Avinkles  are  sent  to  Birmingham, 


SECTION  F. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


No  action  lias  been  taken  to  pro\  ide  artificial  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  the  same  ajmlies 
to  IMeasles. 


IN  AGE  GROUPS  AS  UNDER.  Total  Porcentage 

Case.s  of  Cases 
Removed  romo\ed 

Notifiable  Total  to  to 

Diseases.  Notified. — I 1/2  2/3  3'4  4/5  5/10  10/15  15/20  20/35  35/45  45/05  05+  Hospital.  Hospital. 

Smallpox  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Scarlet  Fever  41  — — 5 5 1 20  7 3 — — — — 13  31.7% 

Diphtheria...  25  — — — 4 49  3 1 1 2 — — 15  00% 

Enteric  Fever  — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Ibieumonia...  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Pueriieral 

Puerperal 

PjTCxia  ...  — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 


Total  ...  07 


Total  ...  28  42.4% 


One  death,  a female,  aged  12  years,  occurred  from  Dijihthcria  at  the  Isolation  Hosiiital. 


The  Druid  Isolation  Hospital  is  controlled  by  the  County  Council  and  serves  the  whole  of  the  county 
district,  and  the  admission  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  from  the  urban  area  is  controlled  more  by  the  avail- 
able hospital  accommodation  than  by  the  best  medical  treatment  considered  necessary.  A glance  at  the 
above  tabic  shows  that  the  total  admission  to  Hospital  were  only  42.4%  of  cases  notified.  I repeat  what 
1 have  said  in  j)revious  annual  reports  about  the  inadequacy  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation. 
To  serve  the  whole  county  there  arc  three  wards  and  Avhat  is  termed  a convalescent  ward  as  follows  ; — 


Scarlet  Fever  Ward 
Enteric  or  other  Disease  Ward 
Diphtheria  Ward 
Convalescent  Ward 


8 beds. 
3 beds. 
10  beds. 
14  beds. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

There  were  no  cases  of  blindness  for  action  under  Section  176  Public  Health  Act,  1930. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  Avas  considered  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade),  or  under 
Section  172  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis). 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  Deaths  during  1938  are  tabled  in  accordance  with  the 


Ministry  instruction,  as  under  : — ■ 

Year. 

New  Cases  Notified. 

Deaths  Registered. 

1933 

17 

15 

1934 

18 

20 

1935 

18 

21 

1936 

25 

4 

1937 

18 

13 

1938 

11 

11 

22 


XOTIFICATION  OF  AND  JjEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1938. 


Age  Periods. 


Under  1 
1 and  under  5 
5 and  under  lo 
15  and  under  25 
25  and  under  35 
35  and  under  45 
45  and  under  55 
55  and  under  65 
65  and  upwards 


NEW  CASES. 

Respiratory.  Non-  Respiratory, 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


DEATHS. 

Respiratory.  Non-Rcspiratory. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


2 

3 

1 


2 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 — 1 


Total 


6 


7 3—1 


It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis,  only  two  had  not  been,  .notified 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  during  life,  one  death  was  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  the  other  was 
from  tubercular  itoritonitis  associated  with  pregnancy  complications.  This  means  that  82%  of  all  forms 
of  tuberculosis  deaths  had  been  notified  during  life,  an,d  that  90%  of  deaths  from  pulmonaiy  tuberculosis 
had  also  been  notified  during  life. 


The  efficiency  of  tuberculosis  notification  is  considered  satisfactory  in  the  area  as  in  praetieally  all  eases 
.notificatio.n,  comes  via  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associatio.’i,  to  wiiom  local 
medical  practitioners  almost  inv^ariably  refer  cases  for  confirmation.  And  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there 
is  now  not  so  mueh  reluctance  on  the  part  of  patients  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  at  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic, 
and  I appeird  a statement  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Emrys  Jones,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Number  of  new  cases  examined  at  the  Clinic  ...  

Number  of  scliool  children  examined  (5  referred  by  School  Medical  Officer) 

Number  of  cases  diagnosed  as  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  

Number  of  cases  diagnosed  as  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Number  of  j)aticnts  admitted  to  Hospital — Tuberculosis  cases  

Observation  cases 


...  30 

...  14 

...  10 
...  1 
14 


Number  of  patients  admitted  to  Sanatorium — Tuberculosis  cases 

Observation  cases 


2 

2 


19 


— 4 


The  anti-tuberculosis  service  in  Wales  has  been  the  subject  of  a number  of  searching  inquiries  held 
throughout  the  principality  by  the  Committee  of  Inquirjr'  composed  of  Mr.  Clement  Davies,  K.C.,  M.P..  and 
Dr.  F.  J.  H.  Coutts,  and  the  prominence  given  to  the  Inquiries  in  the  j)ress,  coupled  to  the  findings  of  another 
special  report  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  and  dealing  speci- 
fically with  Anglesey,  has  led  to  some  activity  in,  the  County  (,'ouncil  whose  responsible  officers  have  from 
time  to  time  requested  information  on  the  local  situation,  and  a joint  conference  of  local  sanitary  author- 
ities in  the  county  was  held  at  Llangefni  on  29th  September,  1938,  to  consider  matters  arisi.ng  mainly  out 
of  The  Memorial  Association  Report  of  Dr.  Clyn  Cox. 


One  point  of  local  sanitary  administration  which  has  been  raised  with  some  prominence  is  that  of  dis- 
infection. Dr.  Cox  in  his  report  stresses  the  importance  of  disinfection  in  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  states: — 

“ The  tendency  nowadays  apjiears  to  be  to  depreciate  the  importance  of  disinfection  in  tuber- 
culosis, direct  tranference  of  the  tubercle  bacillus  from  patient  to  contact  being  considered  of 
much  greater  importance.  While  undoubtedly  this  is  so,  indirect  conveyance  of  the  germ  is  also 
of  importance  and  should  not  be  overlooked.  It  is  well  known  that  the  dust  in  a room  occupied 
by  a tuberculous  patient  may  be  heavy  laden  with  tubercle  bacilli.  The  bedclothes,  bedding,  and 
curtains  also  may  harbour  the  germ.  The  tubercle  bacillus  can  survive  for  prolonged  periods 
and  still  retain  its  potency  under  certain  conditions.  Efficient  disinfection  of  the  bedroom  in 
particular,  and  of  the  whole  house,  wherever  possible,  should  be  employed  in  order  that  the  other 
inmates  of  the  house  should  be  protected.” 


This  poi)\t  of  view  is  also  held  by  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  in  their  Rciiort 
that  house  disinfection  should  be  carried  out  as  a routine  practice  and  after  coii.sidcring  various  methods 
of  doing  this  effectively  they  say  that  thorough  washing  of  the  house  and  furniture  with  soap  and  water 
with  or  without  one  of  the  common  commercial  di.sinfectants  is  the  method,  if  effectively  done,  which  seems 
to  be  the  one  which  should  be  capable  of  general  use. 

There  is  complete  unanimity  of  opinion  that  all  clothing  and  bedding  should  be  removed  for  steam 
disinfection,  which  effectively  destroys  the  tubercle  bacilli,  and  this  points  to  the  provision  of  a steam  dis- 
infection service  in  the  county. 


< 


y 


